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Abstract

Christoph Luxenberg’s project on the “Syriac-Aramaic reading of the Qur’an” is one
of the most controversial approaches in contemporary historical Qur’anic studies. It
attempts to explain part of the lexical, syntactic, and exegetical difficulties of the Holy
Qur’an on the basis of the supposed existence of a fundamental Syriac-Aramaic
substrate and, by rereading certain expressions according to the capacities of the
Syriac language, to set aside the existing Arabic reading in numerous cases. The
present article, with the aim of offering a scientific and methodological defense of the
authenticity, integrity, and interpretive self-sufficiency of the Holy Qur’an, examines
the epistemological foundations of this project through an analytical-critical approach
and by drawing on discussions in the philosophy of language, philosophical
hermeneutics, text theory, and the philosophy of science. The findings show that
Luxenberg’s transition from “exegetical difficulty” to the “hypothesis of a foreign
linguistic origin” lacks logical necessity and in many cases leads to methodological
circularity, since the intra-textual coherence of the Qur’an is negated in order to prove
the insufficiency of the existing text and is also employed to identify the supposed
“errors” of the scribes. Accordingly, the article proposes two criteria—the principle
of evidential independence and the asymmetry test of correction—for assessing any
claim of textual reconstruction and shows that the model based on the self-sufficiency
and intra-textual coherence of the Qur’an, on the basis of the principle of explanatory
economy, explains a broader range of linguistic and exegetical data with fewer
assumptions and more independent evidence. The final conclusion is that
Luxenberg’s project has not succeeded in moving from the level of “the possibility
of presenting an alternative reading” to the level of “the methodological necessity of
replacing the existing reading”; therefore, the authenticity of the Holy Qur’anic text
remains the justified starting point of any historical research concerning it.
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