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Common Schools of Interpretation
in the Islamic Seminary of Qom in the Previous Century

Ali Akbar Baba’i / Professor of the Department of Qur'anic Studies, Researcher of Qom’s
Islamic Seminary and University ababayi@rihu.ac.ir

Received: 2024/04/23 Acceopted: 2024/05/03

Abstract

Different schools in interpreting the Holy Qur'an have emerged over time, as
is the case in other sciences. The exegetical works of the interpreters in the
Islamic Seminary of Qom and their methods in the previous century can be
referred to various interpretive schools. This article tries to identify the
important and noteworthy interpretations of scholars of the Islamic Seminary
of Qom in the last century and to discover and analyze their interpretive
method and principles to introduce their interpretative school and analyze
them. According to the result of this research, the commentators of the
previous century of the Islamic Seminary of Qom follows three different
schools of interpretation: 1. The interpretive-deductive (ijtihadi) school of
interpreting Qur'an by Qur'an, in two extreme and moderate forms; 2. The
narrative-deductive school of interpretation; 3. The relatively comprehensive
deductive school of interpretation.

Keywords: Exegetical Schools, the Islamic Seminary of Qom, deductive
(ijtihadi) interpretation of Qur'an by Qur'an, Qur'an-Sufficiency, Narrative-
deductive interpretation, Comprehensive deductive interpretation, 14th century.
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The Changes in the Course of Qur’anic Sciences and Its Related
Writings in the Qom Islamic Seminary in the Last Century

Ruhollah Shahidi / Assistant Professor, Department of Qur’anic and Hadith Sciences, Farabi
School, University of Tehran shahidi@ut.ac.ir

Received: 2024/02/17 Acceopted: 2024/05/11

Abstract

Qur'anic sciences have been receiving attention in the Qom Islamic Seminary
since the 1930s and has produced many works so far. Collecting the works on
Qur’anic sciences from Qur’anic bibliographic references, websites and
databases, this article tries to find the branches of Qur’anic sciences that are of
interest to seminarians, the number of works in each branch and will analyze
and investigate the development in each branch and field and the factors that led
to its creation. Tracking the series of writings of the Qom Islamic Seminary in
Qur’anic sciences shows a significant quantitative increase of writings from one
decade to another. In addition, the variety of Qur’anic research topics worked in
the Qom Islamic Seminary scholars also increases over time. The content of
their works in the 1930s and 1940s is limited to a few topics such as revelation
and distortion, but some factors led to the development of these writings over
time such as: the Islamic revolution of Iran and the centralization of the Qom
Islamic Seminary, the establishment of research institutes and specialized
centers for Qur’anic sciences, the establishment and development of the field of
Qur'anic and hadith sciences, the increase of Qur’anic researches, taking
advantage of the rich heritage of contemporary Imamiyyah interpretation by
scholars, the detailed analysis of interpretive sources and especially interpretive
traditions, the use of new linguistic sciences and humanities, reconstruction and
rereading their traditional and official views by responding to doubts and
revising general rules and foundations and contemplation on theorizing
techniques. Qur’anic sciences expanded to include different branches and to
create an identity for the Shi’ite Qur'anic sciences and to make an independent
Imamiyyah Qur'anic thought.

Keywords: Qur’anic sciences, Qom Islamic Seminary, Qur’anic sciences
writings, Imamiyyah Qur’anic thought, development of Qur’anic sciences.
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Abstract

"Quranic sciences" is a science that studies the specific and essential accidents
of the Holy Qur'an. This article introduces and analyzes the influential scientific
works done in the Islamic Seminary of Qom in the field of Qur'anic sciences in
the fourteenth century, using a descriptive-analytical method. This research
indicates that the scholars of the Islamic Seminary of Qom have made
remarkable researches in Quranic sciences in the last century, especially after
the Islamic revolution of Iran. These works can be divided into four categories:
1- Researches of scholars of the sciences of “Principles”, jurisprudence and
theology in relation with Quranic sciences. 2- The Quranic sciences topics in
the introduction of some commentaries or within their interpretational works,
such as the introduction of “Tafsir al-Mizan” and the introduction of the “Tafsir
Tasnim”, as well as some discussions within these two interpretive works, 3 -
Independent books containing some main or important topics of Quranic
sciences. Some of these books are as follows: Quran in Islam, Al-Tamahid fi
Ulum al-Qur'an, Quran-Shenasi, Introduction to al-Tafsir, Tarikh va Olum-i
Quran, Ara’ howl al-Qur’an, and Al-Qur’an al-Karim va Revayat al-
Madresatain, 4- Special or thematic monographs in the field of Quranic
sciences. Some books of this category are as follows: al-Mofasserun
Hayatohom va Manhajohom, Ravesh-Shenasi-e Tafsir-e Qur'an, Makateb-e
Tafsiri, Tarikh-e Tafsir-e Qur'an, Asib-Shenasi Jaryanhaye Tafsiri.

Keywords: independent books in Qur'anic sciences, monographs of Qur'anic
sciences, interpretive schools, interpretive trends, subjects of Qur'anic sciences,
influential works of Qur'anic sciences, Islamic Seminary of Qom, fourteenth
century.
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Abstract

Using descriptive-analytical method, this paper has analyzed the thoughts and
exegetical works of contemporary Islamic scholars (14th century) of the Qom
seminary regarding the issue of "religious sovereignty". The research aims to
explain the religious sovereignty in the thoughts and exegetical works of the
scholars and to present their position on this issue. To this end, the paper tried to
figure out, analyze and explain the exegetical achievements of these thinkers as
the six indicators of religious sovereignty: 1. Religious sovereignty as the
sovereignty of justice and values; 2. Relationship between religion and politics;
3. The necessity of government; 4. Government legitimacy; 5. The popularity of
government; 6. Government structure. The research results show that the
outcome of thoughts of contemporary Islamic scholars of the Qom seminary in
the interpretation of the Qur’anic verses related to religious sovereignty has
both positive and negative aspects. On the negative side, the interpretation of
these thinkers is as follows: controversy, criticism and negation of the
legitimacy of the political system and the foundations of tyrannical rule. On the
positive side, the exegetical achievement of these thinkers includes explaining
the components of religious and divine sovereignty and explaining its
dimensions, especially in the era of the occultation of Imam Mahdi.

Keywords: religious sovereignty, politics and government, interpretation of the
political verses of the Qur'an, the Qom seminary, fourteenth century.
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Abstract

How was the confrontation of Qom’s Islamic Seminary, as one of the
influential Shi'ite seminaries in the 14th century, with deviant courses of
Qur’anic science and interpretation, including eclectic and non-eclectic courses?
This article discusses this issue by collecting data and information using a
documentary and a descriptive-analytical method. According to this research
three deviant currents have emerged in the field of interpretation, in the last
century: 1. Scientism, with the orientation of the authenticity of sense and
experiment (the groups of Melli-Mazhabi and Nehzat Azadi) 2. The intellectual
current with a socialist and sociological orientation (part of Hoseiniya Ershad
and the group of mobarez Muslim movement) 3. The quasi-Islamic Marxist
trend with a political orientation based on revolutionism (the groups of
Mojahedin Khalq and Furgan). Among the scholars of the Qom Islamic
seminary in the last century, Allameh Tabataba’i and his students, especially
Martyr Motahhari and Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi, seriously confronted these
currents. The main reasons for their intellectual deviation in the interpretation of
Qur’anic verses are as follows: lack of respect for necessary prerequisites and
scientific foundations for a valid interpretation, self-referentiality in reading
religious texts and opposition to the Islamic Seminary and clergymen.

Keywords: Qom Islamic seminary, deviant currents, eclecticism in
interpretation, intellectual flow, knowledge of interpretation, 14th century,
Allameh Tabatabai, Shahid Motahhari, Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

This article examines the methods of teaching Qur'anic interpretation by the
Qom seminary teachers in the 14th century SH. It aims to use past experiences
for better teaching of Qur'anic interpretation in the future. The method used in
this descriptive-analytical study is library and sometimes field observations.
The research findings show that due to the difference in educational levels and
the difference in the style of the presentation of interpretation, three methods of
teaching interpretation have been common in the Qom seminary in the last
century: passive, semi-active and active. The dominant method of teaching
interpretation in the Qom's seminary is the passive method which includes
explanations and lectures. Teaching interpretation in the semi-active method,
which includes the participation of some learners in the teaching process, is
ranked next. The third type, i.e. the active method, has not been seriously
considered by the teachers of the Qom seminary during the last century and has
been used only in the last two decades in specialized centers. The active method
has been implemented through two methods of question and answer and
participation of the learners in the discussion and encouraging them to give
lectures or solve problems with the guidance of teachers.

Keywords: teaching methods, interpretation teaching method, Qom seminary,
14th century.
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Abstract

Allameh Tabatabai, a renowned scholar of the Qom seminary, is one of the
greatest thinkers and commentators of the Islamic world in the last century.
Using the descriptive-analytical method, this paper has analyzed Allameh’s role
in Qom seminary as a prominent commentator. Reviving the knowledge of
interpretation and the Qur'anic culture and confronting the invading cultures,
meeting the needs of the time with the help of Qur'an, standing against the
deviant trends in the interpretation, and promoting and supporting the
"interpretation of the Qur'an by the Qur'an" are among the most important and
valuable contribution of Allameh to the Qom seminary. His interpretive method
in "Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an" has some special characteristics. The book
was written by him at the Qom seminary and sent out to the Muslim world.
Unique use of context and other verses, special reliance on precise verses, goal-
oriented and monotheistic interpretation, innovative classification of Qur’anic
topics and special attention to Ahl al-Bayt hadiths are among these
characteristics.

Keywords: Allameh Tabatabai, Al-Mizan in Tafsir al-Qur'an, commentators
of the fourteenth century, interpretation of the Qur'an by the Qur'an,
monotheistic interpretation, goal-oriented interpretation, Gharar verses
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Abstract

Ayatollah Mohammad-Taqi Misbah Yazdi is one of the rare eminent scholars
grown up in the Qom Islamic Seminary in the last century, who is a theoretician
in various fields of Islamic sciences, including the interpretation of the Holy
Qur'an, and has written various valuable works. Using a descriptive-analytical
method, this article studies this his interpretive character in the ups and downs
of the Islamic Seminary of Qom in the recent hundred years (1300-1400).
According to this research, Ayatollah Misbah is the originator of the systematic
thematic interpretation of the Holy Qur'an. This innovative model of thematic
interpretation of the Holy Qur'an has the following features: it has a holistic
view and a maximal comprehensiveness of the subjects related to the Qur’an, it
is in accordance with Islam’s general system of beliefs, morality and society, it
is oriented with Islamic sciences and humanities, and it is related to the
challenges of the day. Some of Misbah Yazdi’s interpretive characteristics are:
being a theoretician in Qur’an interpretation, having a systematic approach to
Qur’an’s teachings, and having a systematic view of the thematic presentation
of Qur’an’s teachings. His interpretive works extract and reflect the entire
system of Qur’anic-based Islamic thought in the following four areas:
fundamental theological issues, principles of moral and social systems, issues of
moral and social systems, and devotional and individual commands.

Key words: 14th century interpreters, interpretive figures, knowledge of
Qur'an interpretation, Qom Islamic Seminary, Mohammad Taqi Misbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

Using descriptive-analytical method, this article deals with the personality,
school and exegetical works of Ayatullah Abdullah Javadi Amoli, one of the
commentators at Qom Seminary in the 14th century. By examining the different
aspects of his exegetical school through analyzing the foundations, rules,
method and sources of exegesis and presenting the characteristics of Tasnim
Book, his important work of exegesis, the article shows his position and dignity
among the exegetes of the last century. His scientific influence in the field of
interpretation on the current generation of seminarians and those interested in
Qur'an education is presented. The research findings show that Ayatullah Javadi
Amoli, in addition to mastering the intellectual and narrative sciences, is one of
the prominent and successful contemporary commentators of the Qom
seminary. He is inspired by the life of Allameh Tabataba'i in removing
desolation from the Qur’an, and has efficiently presented the knowledge and
teachings of this divine book to the scientific community by teaching Tafsir of
the Qur'an and providing innovations in the field of foundations and methods of
interpretation, as well as in the correct and innovative interpretations of the
content of the verses along with the expressions of the indications and subtleties
of the Qur'an. The compilation of the great Tasnim commentary with
distinguished features and numerous volumes and the thematic interpretation of
the Qur'an is a testimony to this fact and represents his scientific creativity ,
character and status in this field.

Keywords: Abdullah Javadi, Javadi Amoli interpretive character, methodology
of interpretation, principles and sources of interpretation, principles and rules of
interpretation, commentators of the 14th century, the Qom Seminary.
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Abstract

In the 14th century SH, the Qom seminary witnessed the emergence of eminent
and worthy scholars and commentators. Using the descriptive-analytical
method, this article investigates the scientific personality of Ayatollah Jafar
Sobhani, one of the great scholars of the Qom seminary in the last century in the
field of Quranic interpretation. The purpose of the research is to analyze the
scientific characteristics of this eminent scholar in the field of Quranic
interpretation. The research results show that Ayatollah Sobhani is an influential
figure and an outstanding and prolific commentator with many works in
Quranic interpretation and research. The characteristics of Ayatollah Sobhani's
actions and scientific works in the thematic interpretation of the Qur'an include:
prioritizing the thematic interpretation, paying attention to theological topics
and the doubts related to them, paying attention to the method of interpreting
the Qur'an by the Qur'an, ijtthad in the use of interpretive narrations, and
observing sequential and thematic order in interpretation. The characteristics of
his works in the sequential interpretation of the Qur'an include the
comprehensive treatment of the topics of the Qur'anic knowledge with regard to
their basic role for the interpretation of the Qur'an, the breaking of the past
traditions in the compilation of the Qur'an interpretation according to the order
of the verses and attention to thematic comprehensiveness of the topics in the
interpretation of each category of verses.

Keywords: prominent figures in interpretation, eminent Shiite commentators,
the Qom seminary, 14th century commentators, Ayatollah Jafar Sobhani
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Abstract

Muslim scholars have paid special attention to the science of Qur'an
interpretation since the establishment of Islamic seminaries. The interest in
Quranic studies and exegetical writings grew more and more in the 14th century
AH, and many scholars and commentators wrote in this field. This article
studies the exegetical character of Ayatollah Naser Makarem Shirazi, as one of
the interpreters of the Islamic Seminary of Qom in the 14th century, and
recounts his role and activities in the field of contemporary Quranic studies,
using a descriptive-analytical method. The result of this study shows that
Ayatollah Makarem is one of the great and prominent exegetical scholars of the
recent century, and his exegetical and Quranic works have been noticeable for
the different sections of society and has had a significant impact on the Quranic
activities and researches of this era. He has interpreted the Qur'an in both
sequential and topical interpretation styles. His interpretive works have
structural coherence and have guidance and educational orientation. The
characteristic of his exegetical work is modernity and reliance on valid
standards in the interpretation of scientific verses, revival of the old Shia
interpreter’s method, having a reasonable style in processing the content of
Quranic verses, relying on the method of ijtihadi interpretation of the Qur'an.

Keywords: interpretive characters, prominent commentators of the 14th
century, Islamic Seminary of Qom, Naser Makarem Shirazi.
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Abstract

This article introduces the important interpretive figures of the Islamic
Seminary of Qom in the 14th century to introduce their scientific figures and
their works and promote their interpretive achievements in the last century.
This research was conducted using library method and has a descriptive-
historical method, and its scope is limited to the interpretive studies performed
in Qom's Islamic Seminary, or the interpreters who wrote or taught their
exegesis during their presence in the Seminary, except for five interpreters
(Allameh Tabataba’i, Ayatollah Javadi, Ayatollah Misbah, Ayatollah Sobhani
and Ayatollah Makarem) whose personality and works have been introduced
independently in other articles. According to the result of this research, many
great scholars are trained in the Islamic Seminary of Qom in the field of
interpretation during the last century; and producing a large number of
excellent exegetical works, they made a proud achievement for Islamic
Seminary of Qom in the fourteenth century, which can be a good sample for
the current and future generation of the Seminary.

Keywords: Interpretive figures, Qom Islamic Seminary, commentators of the
15th century, interpretive works, Quranic activities.
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Abstract

Ayatullah Muhammad Hadi Ma’refat (1309-1385) is one of the well-known
scholars of Qur'anic interpretation and sciences of the Qom seminary in the
14th century. Using historical-analytical method, this article studies his
scientific personality in the field of Qur’anic sciences. The research findings
indicate that most of Ayatullah Ma’refat's scientific activities in the field of
Qur'anic sciences have been carried out in the Qom seminary. He is the author
of numerous books including Qur’anic studies and the author of the
encyclopedia "Al-Tamhid fi Ulum al-Qur'an", which is famous in the Muslim
world. Ayatullah Ma’refat's Qur’anic- scientific thoughts and researches have
some basic characteristics including problem-centeredness, need-awareness,
scholasticism, fairness orientation, following approximation, foresightedness,
free thinking and innovative thinking. He has presented influential views and
opinions on some issues of Qur’anic sciences, such as collection and
compilation regarding the Qur’an, recitations of the Qur’an, abrogation of the
Quran, interpretation of the Quran, and protection of the Quran from distortion,
which is the subject of attention and reference by researchers of Islamic and
Qur’anic sciences. In the field of the Qur’anic sciences, he devoted himself to
the education of a generation of young scholars and prepared the ground for
establishing the foundation of numerous educational and research centers in this
field in Qom and in Iran.

Keywords: Qur'anic sciences, Muhammad Hadi Ma'refat, figures of Qur'anic
sciences, 14th century Qur'anic scholars, the Qom seminary, Al-Tamahid fi
Uloom al-Qur'an.
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Abstract

The Qom Islamic Seminary has cultivated many scholars in various fields of
Islamic sciences, including Qur’anic sciences, in the 14th century SAH. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, this article aims to introduce the important
Qur’anic science figures of the Qom Islamic Seminary in this century and their
researches to make Qur’anic researchers more familiar with their scientific
achievements and to promote these achievements; except for Ayatollah
Ma’rafat who is introduced in an independent article. According to the findings
of this study, a large number of eminent thinkers in Qur’anic sciences have been
cultivated in the Islamic Seminary of Qom during the last century, especially
the last three decades of this century, who can be a role model for the current
and future generation of the seminaries in their contemplation and learning.
These scholars have created great scientific-research works in various subjects
of Qur’anic sciences, which is a proud for the Islamic Seminary of Qom and a
lasting legacy for the future scientific community of Iran and the world.

Keywords: Qur’anic sciences, students of Qom Islamic Seminary, Qur’anic
sciences works, 14th century Qur’anic scholars.
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