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A Framework Based on Crowdsourcing for an Analytical
Investigation of Qur’anic Concepts Using Natural Language
Processing: Solutions and Limitations
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Abstract

The application of Natural Language Processing (NLP) technigues to
illustrate the concepts and meanings of the Qur’anic texts not only helps
the researchers of Qur’anic studies to present comprehensive analyses for
conveying the authentic messages of this divine text, but also significantly
makes a cultural and scientific contribution to a deeper understanding and
development of Islamic and spiritual knowledge and values in society.
Aiming at connecting the two important fields of "Qur’anic Sciences" and
"Natural Language Processing" for an in-depth analysis of the concepts and
meanings of the Qur’an, this paper presents a strategic framework based on
crowdsourcing. The proposed strategic framework provides solutions for
semantic analysis of the Qur’anic text to understand deeper meanings and
semantic relationships of its various components using advanced
techniques of NLP. It also enables us to examine the differences and
similarities in meaning and identify patterns and semantic connections in
the Qur’an, which leads to the strategic development of religious theories
and interpretation and helps to advance knowledge and education in the
fields of philosophy and religion. To measure the efficiency and soundness
of machine approaches to the Holy Qur’an, several key evaluation criteria
and indicators that facilitate the analysis and comparison of results derived
from NLP-based solutions are introduced in this paper.

Keywords: structural analysis, natural language processing, crowdsourcing,
pattern identification, semantic analysis.
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Abstract

Aiming at expounding the systemic semantic model of text, this research deals
with the systematic understanding of meaning in the Holy Qur’an. Semantics
is one of the main topics in contemporary linguistics, which focuses on aspects
of context, situation, and discourse, but has predominantly dealt with language
and meaning from a one-dimensional perspective. In contrast, the Intentional
Grounding Theory, rooted in the tradition of Islamic linguistics, regards
linguistic meaning in hierarchical layers, from word level to sentence structure
and the speaker's intention. Confronting with the structured system of the
Qur’anic language, the function of this perspective reveals the necessity for its
completion. This descriptive-analytical research relies on the rational principles
of linguistic implications and Qur’anic bases, considering that the semantic
investigation at the macro level of a text is based on the model of systemic
coherence. This method emphasizes the totality of systematic meaning at the
macro level of a text and examines the components of the text within a holistic
cognitive framework. The internal relation of text structure, the conceptual
links of components with the internal system, and the network structure of
meaning are the components of this model. Systemic semantics, while
benefiting from principles of contextual conceptual analysis, regards a deeper
strategy necessary for revealing any theory or attributing any viewpoint to the
Qur’an. This approach can open a new horizon in the structured interpretation
of the Qur’an and provide a conceptual foundation for theorization in the realm
of Qur’anic knowledge and humanities.

Keywords: systemic semantics, Qur’anic semantics, Intentional Grounding
Theory, systemic coherence, Qur’an-based humanities.
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Abstract

Like the pathology of any other discipline, the pathology of comparative
exegesis is of paramount importance. Basically, a considerable part of
sciences’ progress is due to the pathologies conducted within each area of
science and its comparison to their existing status. Therefore, pathologies
always contribute to the expansion of knowledge. Naturally, every branch
of knowledge, including comparative exegesis, faces challenges,
inadequacies, and issues in its early stages, which may result in disorder,
disorganization, misunderstandings, distorted thinking, religious
fanaticism, and disregarding the functions of comparative interpretation.
However, each area of science gradually goes through the stages of
perfection. Accordingly, this article seeks to answer the question: what
challenges and pathologies does comparative exegesis face? And to what
extent have these pathologies diverted comparative studies in this field
from their path and objectives? The most significant pathologies identified
include: allowing personal religious beliefs to influence the comparative
analysis; inadequate research on the views of both sides of the comparison;
lack of systematic methodology in the comparative studies conducted;
hasty judgments of the two sides being compared; fear of contradicting
mainstream views or prominent interpreters; equating popular opinions
among interpreters with the perspective of the Qur’an; lack of courage in
criticizing popular but incorrect views; and criticizing opposing views
based on specific religious foundations.

Keywords: comparative exegesis, comparative studies, pathology, articles on
comparative exegesis.
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The Effect of Time Periods on the Opinions of the Qur’anic Interpreters
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Abstract

Among the capacities of the Holy Qur’an is its eternity, allowing for the
possibility of benefiting from this divine book in times following its
revelation. This possibility sometimes arises from its conformity to new
examples. Among the Qur’anic verses that have brought numerous
discussions and opinions in both initial and later examples are verses 4-8 of
Sura Al-Isra. Using the descriptive-analytical method, this paper seeks to
elucidate the reasons behind disagreement between interpreters concerning
the examples of these verses in the domains of exegesis and adaption. The
research results show that some interpreters have interpreted the verses
based on historical information and provided their examples; however, they
have not addressed the examples that are based on the interpretation of
those verses. Others have interpreted the verses based on the current status
of Jews and Muslims, sometimes confusing the interpretation and exegesis
of the verses. Additionally, some have interpreted parts of the verses based
on historical information and other parts in consideration of the current
situation of the Jews. Some of these interpreters have addressed both
previous examples and those parts of the verses that reflect the current
conditions of the Jews. This perspective is not contradictory to the adaption
raised in the infallible Imams' Hadiths. Most interpreters have not sought
to state later examples of the verses; however, this aspect of the epistemic
capacity of the verses have been taken into account in the Hadiths of the
infallible Imams, and their significant examples have been presented.

Keywords: Sura Al-Isra, exemplifying of the Qura’nic verses, current examples,
exegesis of the Quran, Jews in the Qur’an.
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Abstract

As an important issue in anthropology and the focus of attention in narrative
research, "the impact of human behavior on his/her nature" has not been
investigated in Qur’anic studies. Using a thematic interpretation method,
this research examines the Qur’anic perspective on this issue. Based on this
research, the apparent meaning of the Qur’anic verses is that human
voluntary actions have no effect on the creation of the fundamental
components of their nature; rather, the Almighty God, regardless of the
differences in human behavior, has created the natural components of
human nature collectively. However, regarding the actuality and
potentiality or the strength and weakness of these natural components, the
implications of the verses is that God has made these components actual
and strong in some individuals (such as the infallibles) and potential or
weak in others (such as hypocrites). Considering the necessity in the
contents of the verses and their affirmation by some narrations and the
apparent meaning of other verses, the reason for this difference lies in the
individuals’ varying behaviors, which was known to God at the time of the
creation of their natures.

Keywords: behavior, human nature, nature, creation of man, natural disposition.
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Abstract

The most important ontological topic in the field of moral values is the
issue of the origin of moral values. The origin of moral values in the
ethical theories possesses certain characteristics and indicators that
distinguish each theory from competing ones. Thus, considering this issue
is very crucial. Drawing on a descriptive-analytical method, this research
seeks to infer the characteristics of the origin of moral values from the
Qur’anic verses and show implicitly the influence of each of these
characteristics in forming a distinct moral theory derived from the Qur’an
and its relation to other theories. The research findings indicate that the
origin of moral values from the Qur’anic perspective is an objective
reality, not a subjective one; it is spiritual, not material; it is rational, not
irrational; it is motivating and inspiring, not indifferent; it is internal, not
external; and it is unique, not multiple. Accordingly, it can be claimed
that the Qur’anic moral theory can be considered a specific type of moral
virtue ethics that focuses on reality, spirituality, rationality, and unity. It
provides the moral doer with the motivation to act and creates the means
for the evolution of the man’s existential essence.

Keywords: origin of moral values, Qur’anic ethics, piety, faith, virtue ethics approach.
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Abstract

Free will is an important topic in anthropology, and a question has always
been raised as to whether humans have authority over their actions or their
behaviors are determined. Some Qur’anic verses seem to mean that human
acts and behaves based on his/her shakelah and personality. On the other
hand, an individual's shakelah is formed according to the very actions and
behaviors. This raises the question as to what is the relationship between
man’s free will and his/her shakelah. Using the descriptive-analytical
method and thematic interpretation of the verses, this research aims to
elucidate the relationship between human free will and his/her shakelah
from the Qur’anic perspective. Based on this research, voluntary behaviors
of individuals contribute to the formation of their personality and shakelah.
Through acting righteously, some individuals form a faithful personality,
while others develop a corrupt personality through doing wrong actions.
Sin, blasphemy, and hypaocrisy lead to the corruption of a person's shakelah.
On the other hand, the personality shaped by one’s deliberate behaviors also
influences their subsequent choices. An individual's shakelah significantly
impacts his/her choice of faith or blasphemy, benefiting from divine
guidance, and other critical decisions.

Keywords: shakelah, temperament, free will, voluntary action, relationship
between shakelah and free will.
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Abstract
Based on the verse 16 of Sura al-Shu'ara’, after announcing the
prophethood of Moses and Aaron, God said «...s2 s Lst». Reviewing about

forty Persian translations and eighty Qur’anic interpretations shows that
despite five interpretations of this verse, almost all translators and many
interpreters have rendered the verse as: "So go to Pharaoh." Given that the
root of the word " s means "to come,” a question arises as to what

evidence these researchers employed to attribute a meaning that is entirely
contradictory to this root in this verse. Reviewing the interpreters’ views in
this regard is necessary to clarify their strengths or ambiguities and to
correct potentially inaccurate translations. An analytical-critical study of
the interpreters' views and other evidence indicates that this translation,
despite its widespread acceptance, leads to a partial loss of the verse's
meaning and overlooks the eloquence of the Qur’an. Therefore, the exact
meaning of the verse is as follows: "So come to Pharaoh [I am there]" or
"Come to Pharaoh at ease [I am there]." Unlike the popular translation, this
translation has some strengths such as “conformity to the literal meaning of
the root " 1", "possessing eloquence," and "maintaining the psychological

state of Moses and Aaron when receiving the command.”

Keywords: Verse 16 of Sura al-Shu'ara', Verse 47 of Sura Ta ha, «...;s 3 s, Fear of Moses and Aaron.
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Abstract
The status of parents and the necessity of respecting them is one of the
important values in Qur’anic society, which God Almighty has explicitly
mentioned in seven verses. The period of parents’ aging is among the times
that have not been neglected in the Qur’an. In verses 23 and 24 of Sura Al-Isra,
the manner of honoring elderly parents is explained through commanding and
prohibiting phrases. These verses emphasize the special care and attention of
children toward their parents, followed by five behavioral norms regarding
being together during this time. Avoiding the word "&" (ugh) and the
prohibition of "Nahr" towards parents are among these commands. Interpreters
have regarded " ugh " as the smallest expression of annoyance and " " (yell)
as a statement implying anger and disdain. Through a lexical approach and the

method of interpreting Qur’an by Qur’an, this research proves that the context
of the verse aims to clarify the foundation and quality of the presence of parents
alongside their children during old age. The Qur’an uses the term "!" (ugh),
not as the slightest harsh word, but as a severe utterance implying pushing away
and distancing, to signify their presence and enduring togetherness.
Additionally, " ;" (yell), besides being related to speech, refers to a behavior
that results in pushing them away from oneself, thus making their presence
undesirable. This interpretation elucidates a closer connection between the five
mentioned recommendations and adequately explains the manner of speech
and behavior towards parents in their old age.

Keywords: the Qur’an, reality of "&I" (ugh) and " ," (yell), " ugh " towards
parents, yell at parents, God’s word, critique of interpretations.
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Abstract

A famous hadith has been narrated in Shia and Sunni sources and is known as
" J51 LS L@ gal" . The content of this hadith indicates that the Qur’an was
compiled by Imam Ali, emphasizing on this phrase " J;ls™. Finding the
intended meaning of this phrase has led to different opinions due to the
inaccessibility of the Qur’anic text to the scholars'. Relying on this narration,
some thinkers have considered the arrangement of the verses and surahs in
Imam Ali's compilation to be based on the chronological order of their
revelation. Recently, some researchers have followed a new method of
"interpretation of the Qur’an based on its chronological revelation," on the basis
of the infallible Imam’s action. The necessity of analyzing and explaining this
narration as close to reality, based on data and findings accepted in scientific
centers, and evaluating the probabilities and statements—given the
consequential effects of these opinions and the close connection of the hadith
with the most important Muslims’ sources in various domains—highlights the
importance of a comprehensive investigation into the implications of this
statement and the actions of the infallible. The research findings show that there
is no solid evidence for the aforementioned interpretation of the hadith, either
in terms of language and the text of the narration, or in the early reports about
it; rather, it is just a possibility among other possibilities, and the evidence, if
anything, supports an alternative interpretation.

Keywords: compilation of the Qur’an by Imam Ali, compilation "as it was
revealed,” interpretation based on the Revelation order, the order of
Qur’anic Surahs and verses.
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