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Abstract
This study investigates the problem of understanding the "attributive
descriptions” (sifat khabariya) in the Holy Quran as one of the significant
theological and hermeneutical challenges. The theory that "linguistic usages
are established for the spirits of meanings" (wad‘ al-alfaz li-arwah al-maani)
claims that Quranic terms are posited for a universal and comprehensive
reality, and that by relying on this theory, the attributive descriptions can be
understood without corporealism (tajstm), esoteric interpretation (tawil), or
relegation of meaning (tafwid). Employing a descriptive-analytical method
and drawing upon discussions from the philosophy of language,
hermeneutics, and legal theory (usal al-figh), this article explicates and
subsequently critiques the linguistic and epistemological foundations of this
theory. The findings indicate that this theory faces several fundamental
challenges: first, from a linguistic and historical perspective, it is
incompatible with the social and conventional nature of language; second, in
legal theory, it relies on a conjectural cause (illat zanniya) and oversteps the
boundaries of linguistic usage; third, it conflates the universal mental concept
with the lexical object of signification (mawda: lah); and fourth, functionally,
it lacks comprehensiveness in the interpretation of verses. The conclusion of
the research is that this theory is less a valid linguistic foundation than a
systematic mystical hermeneutics that imposes its ontological
presuppositions upon language; consequently, it cannot serve as a general
and reliable rule for understanding the Quran.

Keywords: spirit of meaning (rah al-mana), exegesis (tafsir), attributive
descriptions (sifat khabariya), mystical hermeneutics, esoteric interpretation
(tawil), Quranic linguistics.
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Abstract
The thematic exegesis (*tafsir mawdaT*) of the Holy Quran in the thought of

Ayatullah Muhammad Tagi Misbah Yazdi constitutes a systematic method for
extracting, organizing, and coherently presenting Quranic knowledge,
possessing considerable capacity for critiquing conventional human sciences
and producing Quran-based human sciences. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and focusing on the *Madarif al-Quran* collection and other

relevant works, this study examines the characteristics and components of this
exegetical approach. The findings indicate that elements such as the
longitudinal systematic design centered on tawhid (monotheism), precise and
methodical refinement of the subject matter, maximal extraction of keywords,
comprehensive search for relevant verses, deriving Quranic implications
without reliance on presuppositions drawn from contemporary human science
theories, utilization of the general and encompassing implications of the Quran,
and the presentation of a macro and coherent picture of its knowledge—
collectively provide a methodical package that offers the capacity to critique
the epistemological, anthropological, and teleological foundations of
conventional human sciences, as well as to transition from the critique phase to
the production of theoretical frameworks for Quran-based human sciences.
Accordingly, Ayatullah Misbah Yazdi's exegetical method may be regarded
as an effective and methodical model for the reconstruction and production of
human sciences grounded in the knowledge of the Holy Quran.

Keywords: Mishah Yazdi, Maarif al-Quran, Quran-based human sciences, Islamic
human sciences, civilizational function of thematic exegesis.
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Abstract

The concept of "movement” and its related terms—such as "migration”
(hijra), "exodus" (khurdj), and "journeying™ (sayr)—occupy a foundational
position in the Quranic worldview; however, their examination has largely
remained confined to traditional exegetical frameworks. In contrast, the
theory of the "new mobilities paradigm" in contemporary social sciences has
highlighted the spatial, social, and identity dimensions of human movement.
The absence of an interdisciplinary approach has prevented the conceptual
potential of sacred texts from being properly revealed in dialogue with
contemporary theories. This study poses the question: How can the concept
of "movement” in the Quran be reexamined in light of contemporary
mobility theories? To this end, relevant verses were identified through
qualitative analysis and examined on the basis of exegetical works; the data
were then analyzed utilizing John Cresswell's framework of the "dimensions
of movement" and Mimi Sheller's concept of "mobility justice." The findings
indicate that within the Quranic worldview, movement is comprehensible in
five principal types: physical, identity-based, spiritual, historical-social, and
cosmic. Thus, the Quran presents movement not merely as physical
displacement but as a multilayered and structuring element in human
experience and cosmic order.

Keywords: hijra (migration), sayr fi al-ard (journeying through the earth),
movement in the Quran, new mobilities studies, mobility justice.
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Abstract

In recent decades, various theories—including the Islamization of sciences,
religious science, Quran-based knowledge production, Quranic system-
building, and scientific exegesis of the Quran—have been proposed with the
aim of elucidating the relationship between religion and science, as well as
the manner in which the Holy Quran engages with the domain of human
knowledge. Despite the foundational and methodological differences among
these theories, ambiguities persist regarding the extent, nature, and criteria of
the Quran's influence on the empirical and human sciences. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and a comparative approach, the present study
compares the theory of the "Scientific Authority of the Holy Quran™ with
congruent theories. By "Scientific Authority of the Quran," the study refers
to the systematic and meaningful influence of the Holy Quran upon
structured human sciences—encompassing presuppositions, foundational
principles, problems and propositions, theories, teleological orientations, and
evaluative criteria of the sciences. The findings indicate that this theory, by
synthesizing Quran-centrism with reason and empirical experience, while
avoiding both the excesses of scientific exegesis and the reduction of the
Quran's role to mere ethical inspiration, possesses greater capacity for
offering a balanced model in explicating the relationship between revelation
and science. Accordingly, the Scientific Authority of the Quran can serve as
a foundation for the orientation, reform, and transformation of the sciences
within the harizon of Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Holy Quran, religious science, scientific authority of the Quran,
Islamization of sciences, Quran-based sciences, scientific exegesis.
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Abstract

Given the abundance of various garments available in the women's clothing
market, and the inherent human inclination toward selection and preference
for the superior, the question arises for veiled and hijab-observant women:
What constitutes the superior form of hijab, and what are its distinguishing
characteristics? Which garment possesses these features, and which is
preferable for the selection of Islamic hijab? Imam Khomeini—may God's
mercy be upon him—and certain maraji' al-taglid (sources of emulation)
have identified the lranian chador as the superior form of hijab.
Nevertheless, the question remains: What are the criteria and standards by
which the superior hijab is determined, through which characteristics is it
recognized, and why is the chador deemed superior? The present article,
with the aim of addressing these questions, examines the superior form of
hijab from the perspective of the Quran and arrives at the conclusion that
the superior hijab is one that is thick, loose, long, and simple; in general,
the more comprehensively and effectively it conceals a woman's adornment
from the gaze of non-mahram men, the more it conforms to the ideal.

Keywords: superior hijab, chador, jilbab, khimar.
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Abstract

The descent of angels and the Spirit (riih) on the Night of Qadr (Laylat al-
Qadr) represents one of the Quran's key teachings concerning the divine
system of guidance. The central question of this research is to determine the
worthy addressee of this descent through a comparative approach grounded
in the theological foundations of Shia and Sunn traditions. This article, by
proposing an analytical framework and employing a conceptual analysis of
the verses along with a comparative examination of the views of prominent
exegetes from both schools, seeks to identify the addressee of the descent. The
principal hypothesis is that the divergence in interpretations is rooted in two
distinct models: the "wilaT-tadbirt (guardianship-governance) model in Shra
exegeses, which regards the descent as pertaining to the cosmic governance
(tadbir takwini) of the universe and thus necessitating an infallible addressee;
and the "ibadi-barakati" (devotional-blessing) model in Sunni exegeses,
which views the descent as honorary and mercy-oriented, encompassing all
righteous believers. The findings indicate that the question of the addressee of
the descent is directly linked to the theological foundations of the two schools,
particularly the doctrines of imamate and infallibility (isma) in Shrism, and
that without attention to this foundation, a comprehensive understanding of
the descent of angels and the Spirit remains unattainable.

Keywords: Night of Qadr, descent of angels, Spirit (rGih), Imam al-Zaman, Shra
exegeses, Sunni exegeses, worthy addressee.
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An Exegetical Reexamination of Verse 143 of Surat al-Baqarah and
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Abstract
The concept of "umma wasat" (middle community) is among those
concepts in verse 143 of Sarat al-Bagarah that has led exegetes and
researchers in the field of Quranic sciences and Hadith to express various
opinions regarding its meaning. However, these opinions appear
insufficient with respect to the content and purport of the verse, and further
deliberation remains necessary. Accordingly, the present study, employing
a descriptive-analytical method, examines the contextual framework and
focuses on keywords such as "jal” (to make/appoint), as well as employing

Quran-by-Quran exegesis, to investigate the intended meaning of "umma
wasat™ in the verse, adopting a critical approach to existing exegeses and
translations. This analysis demonstrates that the contextual atmosphere of
the verse, in thematic connection with the preceding verse, aims to elucidate
and emphasize the sirat mustagim (straight path) and its qualities. Hence,
the designation of the community as "middle” signifies guidance toward
the straight path, with the objective of preventing deviation among
Muslims. The straight path is consequently understood as a way that entails
characteristics such as permanence, obligation, stability, and
impermissibility of deviation. The Muslim who adheres to this path, in
accordance with the continuation of the verse and as confirmed by religious
texts, will serve on the Day of Resurrection as a witness, testimony, and
criterion for humanity.

Keywords: verse 143 of Suirat al-Bagarah, umma wasat, exegeses of both major
Islamic traditions, sirat mustagim.
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the epistemological consequences of "negligence”
(ghaflah) from the viewpoint of ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 in Tafsir al-Mizan,
examining the effects of negligence upon authentic human knowledge—
namely, knowledge of God, self-knowledge, and knowledge of the cognitive
faculties—through a library-based research method and content analysis of
al-Mizan. The central problem is to explain how negligence disrupts the three
domains of knowledge (theology, self-knowledge, and cognition of the
perceptual faculties), a subject that has not yet been systematically examined
from the perspective of al-Mizan. The findings indicate that negligence,
through concealment from the encounter with the Lord, failure to
comprehend the correlation between God-forgetfulness and self-
forgetfulness, and deviation in the cognitive faculties, leads to
epistemological deviation. Compared to "ignorance" (jahl), "negligence" is
more perilous due to its inattention to existing resources rather than the mere
absence of knowledge, and it serves as a foundation for epistemological
arrogance, errors in identifying referents, and cognitive veils. The research
methodology is qualitative, of a descriptive-analytical type, with data
collected from library sources. The results emphasize the importance of
overcoming negligence for attaining authentic knowledge and may provide
a foundation for examining the behavioral and attitudinal consequences of
negligence in subsequent studies.

Keywords: epistemological consequences, negligence (ghaflah), ‘Allamah Tabataba'1,
al-Mizan.
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A Critical Analysis of ‘Allamah TabatabaTt's Exegesis of '""Wurad"
in the Verse "In minkum illa wariduha"
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Abstract
Verse 71 of Sturat Maryam, with the phrase "In minkum illa wariduha"
(There is none of you but will come to it), is among the challenging verses
in the domain of Quranic exegesis. Regarding the meaning of "wurtid" in
this verse, two perspectives have emerged among exegetes: some interpret
it as "overseeing" or "approaching" Hell without entering it, while others
understand it as "entering" Hell. ‘Allamah Tabatabat, relying on the lexical

signification of "wurad" and parallel verses, interprets "wurad" as mere
"overseeing" and denies its signification of "entering™ in this verse. This
study, employing content analysis, examines and critiques the
aforementioned arguments. According to the research findings, the term
"wurtd" signifies absolute presence, encompassing both overseeing and
entering; however, in verses 71 and 72 of Siirat Maryam, based on the
presented evidence, the signification of "wuriid" as "entering" is
determined. Conversely, if "wuriid" is presumed to mean "overseeing
without entering,” maintaining the contextual coherence of these verses
would necessitate the assumption of implicit elements lacking any verbal
or contextual indication. The novelty of this research lies in its methodical
critique of the lexical-contextual view and the Quranic documentation of
al-Mizan regarding the interpretation of verse 71 of Stirat Maryam, and in
its defense of the apparent meaning of this verse without recourse to
hypothetical implicit additions.

Keywords: Verse "In minkum illa wariduha," Tafsir al-Mizan, wurtad, entering Hell,
overseeing Hell, relationship between this world and the hereafter.
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Abstract

One of the fundamental questions in the field of leadership concerns the
identification of the cognitive, attitudinal, and behavioral characteristics that
distinguish successful leaders in guiding society toward excellence. This
question has occupied the minds of many researchers and has elicited a variety
of responses. In religious sources, and particularly in the Holy Quran, there
exist comprehensive models of leadership that address this question. Moses
(PBUH), as one of the most prominent divine leaders, possesses specific
attributes the analysis of which can facilitate the cultivation of exemplary
leaders in Islamic society. In this study, the verses of the Holy Quran related to
the personality traits of Moses (PBUH) have been collected, and through a
descriptive-analytical method, their implications regarding the cognitive and
attitudinal characteristics of leadership have been examined. The findings
reveal that the characteristics of Moses (PBUH) may be categorized into three
principal axes: (1) cognitive characteristics, including knowledge acquisition,
wisdom, and intellectual capacity; (2) attitudinal characteristics, encompassing
love for God, positive expectation (husn al-zann) toward God, spiritual
tranquility, expansiveness of heart (sharh al-sadr), detachment from worldly
attachments, self-cultivation, moral attractiveness, sincerity, dignity, and
capability; and (3) cognitive-attitudinal characteristics, including heartfelt
belief in divine assistance and positive expectation toward God.

Keywords: leader, leadership model, divine leadership, cognitive characteristics of
leadership, attitudinal characteristics of leadership.
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Abstract
The rule of "non-translation of the addressee kaf in demonstrative pronouns"
(asm@ al-ishara) is among the established principles in Quran translation. The

practice of exegetes likewise indicates that they do not consider themselves
bound to reflect the signification of this kaf. This is while the rhetorical device
of iltifat (grammatical shift) is extensively employed in the Quran, such that in
several consecutive verses, multiple forms of address may appear. Thus, “the
necessity of precise exegesis and translation of the Holy Quran underscores
the imperative of "examining the consequences of failing to reflect the
addressee kaf in exegesis and translation." Employing an analytical-critical
method, this study demonstrates that the application of iltifat in the Quranic
verses produces a dynamic text wherein God is continuously in
communication with His audience. Consequently, the established practice of
exegetes and adherence to the aforementioned rule not only diminishes the
referential and semantic functions of demonstrative pronouns but also, in most
cases, fails to attend to the device of iltifat; as a result, the exegesis and
translation produced lack the dynamism of the Quranic text itself. Therefore,
to reflect this rhetorical signification in translation, it is proposed that in verses
containing the "addressee kaf," written markers such as parentheses or brackets
be employed to clarify the addressee for the reader.

Keywords: Quran translation, addressee kaf, demonstrative pronouns, rhetorical
device of iltifat, translation pathology.
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Abstract

Quranic exegesis (tafsir) is among the prevalent disciplines in the Qom
Seminary, which has undergone developments since its reestablishment at the
beginning of the fourteenth century AH (Solar Hijri) up to the present. This
article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, examines the
transformations of the discipline of exegesis in the Qom Seminary during the
fourteenth century. The research findings indicate that the changes in the
discipline of exegesis during the aforementioned period can be identified and
analyzed in three distinct phases. In the first phase, we witness the emergence
of exegeses following the style of previous works, in which no significant
transformation is observed, except that the contents of earlier exegeses were
revised and updated, occasionally with additional material. In the second phase,
the Qom Seminary experienced transformations in exegetical method, style
and type of thematic presentation, and the diversity and scope of subjects,
culminating in the production of Tafsir al-Mizan. In the third phase, the
evolution of the exegetical discipline accelerated; in addition to updated
sequential (tartibl) exegeses, various thematic exegeses were produced,
alongside concise exegeses presenting the teachings of the verses in condensed
form for the purpose of acquainting the general public with the knowledge of
the Quran.

Keywords: discipline of tafsir, evolution of tafsir, Qom Seminary, thematic
exegesis (tafsir mawduaT), fourteenth century (Solar Hijri).
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