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Abstract
One of the fundamental challenges in Qur’anic exegesis is the question of
whether understanding a text is absolute or relative. The central question
is whether an absolute understanding, independent of the exegete’s
presuppositions, can be attained. Employing a descriptive-analytical
approach and a library-based method, this study examines the possibility
of an absolute understanding of the Qur’an. Its aim is to provide a basis
for adjudicating among different interpretations of the Qur’an and for
benefiting from its guidance by demonstrating the possibility of access to
the divine intent. The findings indicate that, on the basis of arguments
such as the determinacy of word meaning through linguistic convention,
the rule-governed nature of understanding, the possibility of certain
understanding, and the Qur’an’s guiding purpose, absolute understanding
is possible. Verses indicating reflection (tadabbur) and challenge
(tahaddi), as well as traditions prohibiting exegesis by personal opinion,
also support this view. Consequently, the meaning of the text is fixed and
determinate, and different understandings can be evaluated according to
the criterion of attaining this final meaning. This principle plays an
essential role in validating interpretations and preventing unregulated
readings of the Qur’an.

Keywords: absoluteness of textual understanding, Qur’anic exegesis, determinacy
of textual meaning, God’s serious intent, reflection on the Qur’an, Qur’anic
guidance, validation of interpretations.
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Abstract

Among the important issues in the foundations of Qur’anic understanding
is the question of the value and legal validity of our understanding of the
verses of the text, sometimes expressed as the legal permissibility of
understanding. That is, supposing that the Qur’an is understandable and that
efforts to understand it are permissible, is the product of such understanding
endorsed by the Lawgiver, or is it without value, with only the infallible’s
interpretation being valid and other readings of the Qur’an invalid? Using
a descriptive-analytical method and aiming to answer the above question,
this article examines the views of opponents of the authoritativeness of non-
infallibles’ interpretation and explains the arguments for the legal validity
or authoritativeness of non-infallibles’ understanding of the Qur’an. The
result of the research indicates the validity of the methodical understanding
of non-infallibles concerning the apparent meanings of Qur’anic verses;
what is intended is the authoritativeness of belief or conduct based on that
understanding. This understanding is rule-governed and measurable by the
criteria available in the rational principles of discourse; consequently, it is
worthy of attention by the Lawgiver and can serve as a basis for argument
and citation.

Keywords: foundations of Qur’anic understanding, authoritativeness, validity,
Qur’an, methodical nature, exegesis.
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Abstract

Christoph Luxenberg’s project on the “Syriac-Aramaic reading of the Qur’an” is one
of the most controversial approaches in contemporary historical Qur’anic studies. It
attempts to explain part of the lexical, syntactic, and exegetical difficulties of the Holy
Qur’an on the basis of the supposed existence of a fundamental Syriac-Aramaic
substrate and, by rereading certain expressions according to the capacities of the
Syriac language, to set aside the existing Arabic reading in numerous cases. The
present article, with the aim of offering a scientific and methodological defense of the
authenticity, integrity, and interpretive self-sufficiency of the Holy Qur’an, examines
the epistemological foundations of this project through an analytical-critical approach
and by drawing on discussions in the philosophy of language, philosophical
hermeneutics, text theory, and the philosophy of science. The findings show that
Luxenberg’s transition from “exegetical difficulty” to the “hypothesis of a foreign
linguistic origin” lacks logical necessity and in many cases leads to methodological
circularity, since the intra-textual coherence of the Qur’an is negated in order to prove
the insufficiency of the existing text and is also employed to identify the supposed
“errors” of the scribes. Accordingly, the article proposes two criteria—the principle
of evidential independence and the asymmetry test of correction—for assessing any
claim of textual reconstruction and shows that the model based on the self-sufficiency
and intra-textual coherence of the Qur’an, on the basis of the principle of explanatory
economy, explains a broader range of linguistic and exegetical data with fewer
assumptions and more independent evidence. The final conclusion is that
Luxenberg’s project has not succeeded in moving from the level of “the possibility
of presenting an alternative reading” to the level of “the methodological necessity of
replacing the existing reading”; therefore, the authenticity of the Holy Qur’anic text
remains the justified starting point of any historical research concerning it.

Keywords: Christoph Luxenberg, Syriac-Aramaic reading of the Qur’an, methodological
critique, authenticity of the Qur’an, intra-textual coherence.
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Abstract

This study examines the Qur’anic logic of negating independent recourse to imagined
deities in the domain of supplication, seeking help, and seeking nearness. Its main
problem is to determine by what conceptual and argumentative mechanism the Holy
Qur’an explains the incapacity and invalidity of non-divine deities and establishes the
exclusivity of divinity, lordship, and the final authority of supplication in God. Using a
descriptive-analytical method and drawing on contextual semantic analysis, the study
examines a set of verses related to supplication and calling upon other than God, claims
of intercession or imparting nearness by imagined deities, the negation of their
ownership and power, and the explanation of God’s exclusive lordship. The findings
show that the Qur’anic argument on this issue does not rely on a single verse or a single
proof; rather, it is formed from the interconnection of several sets of propositions: the
negation of independent knowledge, power, ownership, response, and intercession on
the part of other than God; criticism of the polytheists’ motive in worshipping
intermediaries to seek nearness to God; and emphasis on the absolute dependence of all
beings on the divine will and permission. Accordingly, the Qur’an distinguishes
between “authorized seeking of means within the framework of divine lordship and
permission” and “independent recourse or supplication directed toward non-divine
beings.” This conceptual network provides the Qur’anic basis for negating any
attribution of intrinsic and independent efficacy to other than God and clarifies its
connection with the levels of monotheism in divine lordship and acts. The result of the
study is that the verses examined, despite diversity in context and audience, converge in
negating the divinity and independent efficacy of imagined deities; therefore, a network
analysis of them can provide a clearer framework for understanding the relationship
among supplication, recourse, intercession, and monotheism in the Holy Qur’an.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an, supplication, recourse (tawassul), imagined deities, monotheism,
network analysis, interpretive semantics.
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Abstract

Surah al-Kafiriin is one of the most prominent surahs of the Holy Qur’an
in explaining the mode of the Prophet’s doctrinal, identity-related, and
practical confrontation with the disbelievers. This surah was revealed in an
atmosphere in which the polytheists of Mecca sought to impose a kind of
religious compromise and amalgamation between monotheism and
polytheism. The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on an exegetical analysis of the verses of the surah, seeks to explain
the Qur’anic logic of the Prophet’s confrontation with the disbelievers and
to extract its contemporary applications. The findings show that this surah
organizes the logic of confrontation on four interconnected levels: first, the
official and explicit declaration of the monotheistic stance; second,
doctrinal resistance and the negation of any sharing in the object of
worship; third, identity resistance and refusal of identity assimilation;
fourth, the establishment of final demarcation and the clear separation of
the path of faith and disbelief. According to the results, Surah al-Kafirtn
presents not merely a statement negating doctrinal compromise but a
comprehensive model for safeguarding the purity of monotheism,
preserving believers’ identity, and regulating the relationship between
doctrinal demarcation and social coexistence. Therefore, rereading the
logic of this surah in contemporary intellectual and cultural conditions
liberates believers from two harms—“identity assimilation under the
shadow of compromise” and “unregulated confrontation”—and provides a
balanced model of identity-oriented confrontation.

Keywords: Surah al-Kafirtin, Qur’anic logic of confrontation, the Prophet (PBUH),
doctrinal demarcation, contemporary applications.
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Abstract

God Almighty governs human societies according to fixed and immutable
laws called “divine sunnahs.” These sunnahs are sometimes conditional upon
human action and will and sometimes absolute and non-suspendable. In this
context, “resistance” as a social strategy and a purposeful process for
preserving identity and confronting domination plays a key role in the
realization and manner of operation of many of these sunnahs. Using an
analytical-descriptive method and relying on the Qur’an, this article seeks to
explain the place of resistance in the system of divine sunnahs. The findings
show that the relation of resistance to divine sunnahs is determined by the
“status of will”” in those sunnahs. In absolute sunnahs, resistance is a reaction
after the occurrence of the sunnah and a condition for benefiting from the
conditional sunnahs that subsequently operate; in conditional sunnahs,
resistance itself is a condition for the realization of the sunnah; and in
competitive absolute sunnahs, it affects the quantity and quality of its
realization. Accordingly, resistance is not merely an ethical choice but a grand
strategy and a structural element in the mechanism of the governance of divine
sunnahs over human societies. Understanding this status provides the
theoretical framework necessary for analyzing socio-historical developments
from a Qur’anic perspective.

Keywords: resistance, divine sunnahs, absolute sunnah, conditional sunnah,
establishment of imamate, sunnah of victory, succession of the righteous.
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Abstract
Surah al-Kawthar is among the surahs that have always been debated by
exegetes because of disagreement over the intended meaning of the word
“al-Kawthar.” Most interpretations, focusing on determining the referent,
have proposed views such as the heavenly river, the pool, abundant good,
prophethood, the Qur’an, intercession, and the progeny of the Messenger
of God (PBUH), while the Qur’anic criterion for evaluating these referents
has received less attention. The present study, using a descriptive-analytical
method and drawing on lexical, contextual, historical, and syntactic
analysis, reconstructs the semantic system of Surah al-Kawthar. The
findings show that the structure of the surah, in light of the contrast between
“al-Kawthar” and “al-Abtar,” is not merely a response to the mockery of
the polytheists; rather, it reflects a critique of the value system of jahili
society, which defined survival and status in terms of numerical
multiplicity, male offspring, and continuity of lineage. On the basis of this
analysis, “Kawthar” denotes a divine gift that combines the components of
good, abundance, and continuity. Within this framework, Fatimah al-Zahra
(PBUH) is more consistent than other referents with the concept of
“Kawthar” and with the apparent meaning of the verses, the context of the
surah, and the atmosphere of its revelation; the continuation of the
prophetic lineage, the survival of the Ahl al-Bayt, and the extension of the
mission are among its effects and fruits, not the reality of “Kawthar” itself.

Keywords: Surah al-Kawthar, Kawthar, Abtar, Fatimah al-Zahra (PBUH),
jahili culture.
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Abstract

In the field of Islamic education, one of the important discussions is the
transformation of the paradigms dominating jahili culture by using the
concepts of Qur’anic verses. This concept seeks to correct the beliefs and
conceptions that have become established in the minds of some people and
have caused them to deviate from the correct path of servitude to God. In
the Holy Qur’an, various words and propositions have been used to convey
the concept of changing paradigms and correcting beliefs. These words,
expressions, and various theological and literary structures attempt to
change false suppositions and to break illusory fancies that, over time, have
taken shape in minds contrary to the realities of the universe and have
become causes of human misery and wretchedness. In this article, using a
descriptive method and examining the meaning of the word “hasiba” and its
synonymous words and structures, various lexical and structural types of
paradigm change in the same semantic field as this word are identified and
introduced, and conclusions are reached. In 85% of these verses, the
dismantling of misconceptions occurs through indirect instruction; in 71%
of this group of verses, paradigm change takes place through others, and in
the rest through the Prophet of Islam (PBUH). The tone and type of
discourse in this group of verses and their co-contextual verses are, in 83%
of cases, strongly critical and reproachful. To break the false and corrupt
beliefs and convictions of the polytheists, disbelievers, hypocrites, and
misguided People of the Book, and to criticize the erroneous suppositions of
some Muslims, the word of revelation has mostly used interrogative
sentences, with a frequency of 41%. This method of dismantling
misconceptions has been used to refute the illusions of those for whom these
false thoughts and beliefs seemed correct—and who were sometimes even
certain of their correctness—and who supposed that what was inspired in
their minds and what they believed would bring true good and evil.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an, paradigm change, dismantling misconceptions, hasiba,
correction of belief, structural analysis.
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Abstract

In addition to its doctrinal status, the Qur’an assigns an important role to
belief in the resurrection in the self-regulation of desires and the
organization of the human motivational system. The main problem of the
research is to explain the functions of belief in the resurrection in the self-
regulation of human desires from the Qur’anic perspective. The aim is to
extract and explain these functions and to present a conceptual model of the
role of belief in the resurrection in guiding human desires. The research
uses an analytical-interpretive method and is based on thematic exegesis.
In this study, the functions of belief in the resurrection are inferred through
the analysis of contextual and conceptual relations among Qur’anic verses
and then explained and analyzed using psychological concepts and
theories. The findings show that belief in the resurrection plays an effective
role in organizing human behavior and motivation through five main
functions: restraining base worldly desires, preferring transcendent desires,
flourishing transcendent tendencies, directing the desire toward perfection,
and presenting an image of true happiness. These functions can be
explained using concepts such as self-regulation, cognitive inhibition,
intrinsic motivation, goal-oriented orientation, and the reward-punishment
system. The results show that the Qur’an presents a two-dimensional model
of the functions of belief in the resurrection in the self-regulation of human
desires—a model based, on the one hand, on restraining undesirable desires
and, on the other, on strengthening and guiding transcendent tendencies.

Keywords: belief in the resurrection, human tendencies, regulation of desires, human
perfection, motivational theories, self-regulation, Qur’anic psychology.
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Abstract
The fifth verse of Surah al-Sharh indicates that along with hardship there is

ease and relief. This sentence is repeated in the sixth verse. In several
narrations from the Prophet (PBUH), he relies on these two verses and
states that with every hardship there are two eases. The question that has
occupied the minds of exegetes is how such a meaning is derived from these
verses. Various explanations and justifications have been mentioned in this
regard, but they do not seem sufficiently convincing and articulate. The
authors offer a new explanation for this derivation that resolves the puzzle
well. In this new explanation, the possible effect of suprasegmental units
on understanding the meaning of Qur’anic verses is highlighted.

Keywords: Surah al-Sharh, repetition of the indefinite, priority of resumption, tanwin
of magnification, suprasegmental units.
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Abstract

The word “ummi” is one of the foundational Qur’anic terms in explaining the
relation of revelation, prophethood, and miraculousness. In “Key Terms of the
Qur’an”, Nicolai Sinai, adopting a historical-critical approach, considers the
meaning “unreading and unwriting” to be the product of later theological
exegeses and regards “ummi” as an identity-related designation for those
lacking a revealed book. The present study, using a descriptive-analytical
method and drawing on lexical, contextual, hermeneutical, and narrational
analysis, evaluates Sinai’s Qur’anic arguments. The findings show that
restricting the meaning of “‘ummi” to “non-People of the Book™ is incompatible
with linguistic and Qur’anic evidence. Classical lexical sources connect the
meaning of “ummi” with remaining in one’s original state and unfamiliarity
with reading and writing, and early narrational evidence confirms its
connection with not writing and not reading. Moreover, according to Q 2:78,
this designation is also applied to a group among the Children of Israel,
therefore, it cannot be a merely ethnic designation. Furthermore, the analysis
of Q 29:48 indicates the negation of any prior connection of the Prophet
(PBUH) with reading and writing, and restricting it to sacred books lacks
sufficient linguistic support. Narrational and historical evidence also show the
connection of this word with non-writing and non-reading in the early Islamic
tradition. Accordingly, the identity-related signification of “ummi” in some
contexts is acceptable, but it does not replace its educational meaning, and
Sinai’s exclusivist reading does not enjoy sufficient support.

Keywords: ummi, Nicolai Sinai, Qur’anic studies, Qur’anic exegesis, Qur’anic
hermeneutics, Oriental studies.
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Abstract
Participation in jihad is one of the obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy

Qur’an introduces some Muslims who do not participate in war for various
reasons as the group of “qa'idin.”” Some of the ga'idin are excused and some
are unexcused. The aim of this article is to identify the classifications that
the Holy Qur’an sets forth for the group of qa'idin. The article is written
using a descriptive-analytical method. To this end, by examining the verses
of the Holy Qur’an, the set of groups that do not participate in war was
extracted, and these groups were classified using Shi'i and Sunni exegeses.
The findings show that, according to the Holy Qur’an, the ga'idin are
divided into two groups: excused and unexcused. If the war is a communal
obligation, the unexcused group is not blamed by the Qur’an; however, in
jihad as an individual obligation, the unexcused ga'idin are blamed and will
be punished. In addition to not participating in war, this group is divided
into various categories, and they are not all at the same level of opposition
to the divine command. The conclusion is that at the time of the obligation
of jihad, the behavior of the ga'idin must be carefully examined and they
must be accurately identified, and the ranks of the hypocrites must be
separated from those of excused believers, so that the community of
believers may remain safe from the harms that this group poses.

Keywords: ga'idin, Qur’an, Shi‘a, Sunni.
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