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A Critical Analysis of the Claim of Ambiguity of the Language of the
Qur'an from the Perspective of Soroush and Mujtahid Shabestari

. Mahdi Mahdavi Ala / Assistant Professor at the Department of Islamic Knowledge, Shiraz University of
Technology talabeqom62@gmail.com
Gholam Hussein A’rabi / Associate Professor, Department of Qur'anic Sciences, Qom University
Alireza Khatam Shishebor / MA in Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Imam Sadiq Institute
Received: 2021/12/17 - Acceopted: 2022/04/06

Abstract

One of the most important criteria for validating a point of view is reviewing its
claims in terms of logical standardization. The claim about the ambiguity of the
language of the Qur'an made by some modernists is that the attainment of the clear
and final meaning of the teachings and propositions of the Quran is not entirely
possible for human beings; i.e., on the one hand, the claim of the inherent
ambiguity and mysteriousness of all the expressions of the Quran is emphasized,
and on the other hand, the language of the Qur'an is considered to have indefinite
and endless meanings. Through precise intellectual and narrative considerations,
this article tries to critically analyze the claim about the ambiguity of the language
of the Qur'an. First, this claim is evaluated in terms of logical veracity and then the
set of statements claiming the ambiguity of the language of the Qurian is seriously
explored in terms of logical coherence. The research method is documentary-
analytical, and the research findings indicate that the claim of the ambiguity of the
language of the Qur'an is incommensurable and flawed from several aspects: it
suffers from many unjustifiable fallacies in terms of logical veracity, and the claims
and propositions seem heterogeneous and self-contradictory in terms of coherence
and logical consistency. The Qur'an therefore benefits from a decisive language; i.e.
the general public can understand it clearly and definitely.

Keywords: the ambiguity of the Quran, language of the Quran, The
incomprehensibility of the Quran, Abdul Karim Soroush, Muhammad Mujtahid
Shabestari, ambiguous, the enigmatic of the Qur'an.
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The Implication of the Verses Containing the Term **the Devoted"*
Regarding the Infallibility of the Prophets from Sins Based on the
Point of View of Ayatollah Sobhani and Answering the Problems

= Ali Fagih / Assistant Professor, Department of Quranic Sciences and Hadith, Qom University of the
Qur‘anic Sciences and Knowledge alifaghih313@gmail.com
Seyed Ahmad Fagqihi / Assistant Professor at the Department of Interpretation and the Qur'anic Sciences,
the Imam Khomeini Institute for Education and Knowledge
Received: 2020/04/30 - Acceopted: 2020/09/17

Abstract

Ayatollah Sobhani believes that verses “I shall pervert all, except the devoted
amongst Your worshippers” (AL-HIJR: 39-40) and other similar like them
signify the infallibility of the devoted. Since one’s resistance against Satan's
seduction entails resistance against sin and rebellion, and since the prophets are
devoted, they are infallible from sins. Some writers have challenged Ayatollah
Sobhani's argument. This paper addresses the view of Ayatollah Sobhani in
proving the infallibility of the prophets based on the above reasoning and
investigates if the discussed problems are justifiable. Using the descriptive-
analytical method, this study examines the words used in these verses and the
problems that are pointed out.

Keywords: infallibility, devoted, sin, Ayatollah Sobhani.
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Man’s Ultimate Perfection Based on the Dimensions
of the Soul from the Perspective of the Holy Qur'an

Mohsen Karimi Qudusi / MA in the Qur'anic Sciences and Interpretation, the Imam Khomeini Institute for
Education and Research mohsenak65@gmail.com

™. Mostafa Karimi / Assistant Professor, the Department of the Quranic Sciences and Interpretation, the
Imam Khomeini Institute for Education and Research
Received: 2021/09/10 - Acceopted: 2022/02/17

Abstract

Should the ultimate perfection of man be viewed as a one-dimensional concept,
or should various aspects be taken into account considering the various
dimensions of the human soul? Using the descriptive-analytical method, the
present article, which is a thematic interpretation, has answered this question and
has achieved the following results: human perfection has different aspects based
on different dimensions of his soul. Man can reach the point where he can gain
the intuitive knowledge of belonging to God and His special mercy. Possession of
supernatural and god-like power helps man achieve ultimate perfection and
power. Man's love for goodness and absolute perfection (i.e. God Almighty) and
hatred of evil and its manifestations is the highest level of perfection in the
dimension of love. The feeling of contentment and happiness as a result of
closeness to God is also the ultimate goal that perfect human beings achieve.

Keywords: ultimate perfection, dimensions of the soul, knowledge, power, love.
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The Necessity of Paying Attention to Discontinues Rational
Indications in Understanding What God Almighty Means by the
Appearance of Verses, with the Approach of Answering Doubts

Ali Akbar Babaei / Associate Professor, the Department of Qur'anic Studies, Research Institute of Hawzeh
and University ababayi@rihu.ac.ir
Received: 2021/11/23 - Acceopted: 2022/04/05

Abstract

One of the factors effective in interpreting the Qur'an and understanding what
God Almighty means by verses is rational indications. Rational indications are of
two kinds: 1. Obvious knowledge and information understood from the
appearance of verses that are considered as continuous rational indications. 2.
Rational arguments or theoretical rational knowledge which are discontinuous
indications of verses. There is no disagreement about the effect of obvious
knowledge on the appearance of verses and the necessity of paying attention to it
in the interpretation of verses, but there are disputes about the need to pay
attention to rational arguments or theoretical rational knowledge in understanding
what God Almighty’s means by the appearance of verses. Some have regarded it
so obvious and evident and some have argued against the need to understand the
appearances of the Qur'an based on the rational knowledge. Using the analytical
method, this article discusses the necessity of paying attention to theoretical
rational knowledge in understanding what God Almighty means by the verses.
Stating three introductions and then using the "analytical-critical” method, it
responds to the arguments and doubts raised by the opponents.

Keywords: appearance of verses, rational indications, obvious knowledge,
theoretical knowledge.
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The Use of the Principles of Action in the Holy Qur'an
for the Elevation of Man in Servitude

. Reza Shahmansouri / PhD Student of Training Teachers of Islamic Ethics, Qom University of Islamic
Knowledge rez.mansoor@yahoo.com
Behrooz Mohammadi Monfared / Assistant Professor, Department of Ethics, University of Tehran
Received: 2021/10/04 - Acceopted: 2022/03/06

Abstract

The Holy Qur'an introduces itself as a book of guidance to the path of worship
and uses various methods to make man achieve the status of servitude. Using one
of the principles of action is among these methods. Through granting special
knowledge, this revelatory source uses the principles of action to create
motivation for performing one’s duties and attaining the highest degrees of
servitude. This study seeks to investigate how the Holy Quran grants knowledge
and uses the principles of action in order to create motivation for achieving the
highest degrees of servitude. The results of this "descriptive-analytical" research
show that the Holy Quran grants knowledge in a completely purposeful way and
takes into account the principles of action, such as conception, acknowledgment
of usefulness and enthusiasm, and seeks to motivate human beings in the path of
worship. The Holy Quran also has a special effect on strengthening the inner
tendencies and desires that are in line with worship. The Holy Qur'an’s granting
knowledge also has an important effect on weakening the inner desires and
tendencies that are opposed to servitude.

Keywords: motivation, principles of actions, purposeful knowledge- granting,
innate tendencies, servitude.



Quran Shenakht, VVol.14, No.2, Fall & Winter 2021-22 & 112

Abstracts

A Semantic Analysis of Mercy in the Qur'an Based
on the Collocational Relationships

= Maryam Shamkhani / Graduate of the 4th level of the Qur'anic Sciences and Knowledge, a Member of
the Research Center of Hamadan Seminary Shamkhani387@gmail.com
Majid Heydarifar / Professor of Advanced Levels of Jurisprudence at the Seminary of Qom
Received: 2021/04/25 - Acceopted: 2021/10/17

Abstract

Familiarity with the rules of semantics, one of the branches of linguistics, helps
man to look at texts from the perspective of the speaker or writer and to achieve a
continuous chain of meaning by reflecting on the context and collocations of
words. The word "mercy"”, the subject of this article, is one of the divine attributes
of actions, and man can have this attribute by providing the necessary grounds.
The present research seeks to answer this question: " In terms of collocation, what
is the meaning of mercy in the Qur'an?" The data collection method was library-
based and the research method used in this paper was descriptive- analytical
aiming at investigating the meaning of mercy through its collocations in the
Qur'anic applications. the research findings include some positive active words in
obtaining mercy (obedience and request for mercy), negative active words
(ingratitude and sin), words made from mercy (resurrection of the earth and
gentleness), and words accompanied by mercy (God, faith, and righteous deeds).
According to the research findings, the relative meaning of "mercy™ in the Qur'an
Is "support” with two sub-categories: "general support” which includes all beings
and "special support™ which God Almighty grants only to pious believers.

Keywords: mercy, constructivist semantics, semantic of mercy, semantical field
of mercy, collocational relations.
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