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A Critique of the Entry "Khalifa™ Used in **
The Leiden Encyclopedia of Qur‘an™

= Rubabe Karimi/ Lecturer and the Fourth Level Seminary Student at Jami'at al-Zahra
karimi52.gom@gmail.com
Ali Qane’i Ardakan/ PhD in Interpretation and the Qur'anic Sciences at al-Mustafa International
University and the Education Secretary of the Scientific Department at Jami'at al-Zahra

Received: 2022/12/22 - Acceopted: 2023/03/23

Abstract

As one of the most frequently used keywords in the political system of Islam, the
word "Khalifa" plays an important role in understanding religious issues. In “the
Leiden Encyclopedia of the Quran"”, the American orientalist, Vedad Qazi, has
referred to the meaning, examples and the history of the Qur'anic word "Khalifa"
and the political-religious reality of the institution of caliphate. However,
insufficient reference to authentic Islamic sources, disregard for Shia Quranic
opinions and sources, lack of comprehensiveness in citing the verses of the Quran
as well as insufficient documentation in some cases prevented him from
understanding some issues such as the multiple meanings of this word in various
verses and led to his presenting wrong examples and incorrect dates for the
beginning of the commentators' political approach to the word "Khalifa". The result
of this research, which was carried out with a descriptive-analytical method, showed
that this word was used in the early years of Islam. By examining the appointment of
caliphate and the Qur’anic criticism, the paper challenged the author's opinion on the
political uses of the caliph and considers the meaning of "caliph” in all the verses of
the Qur’an as "successor" or "substitute", which is realized in various types and
instances (such as residence and inheritance). The cognitive analysis of "Khalifa" in
the singular form shows that this word is synonymous with "Imam™ and human
beings are in the position of the divine Caliph.

Keywords: Khalifa, Leiden encyclopedia, the Holy Qur'an, Vedad Qazi.
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A Critique of the Article ""An Investigation
of the Implication of the Verse “Obedience”
(‘Ati’oo 'r-Rasoola wa Ooli ‘I-Amri Minkum’) in Infallibility"
Hasan Sadeqi/ Level Four Seminary Student of Figh and Usul, Qum Seminary
sadegill4@chmail.ir
Received: 2023/01/05 - Acceopted: 2023/05/10

Abstract

There are many reasons to prove the infallibility of the Holy Prophet and the
Imams, one of which is the verse “Obedience” (“Ati'00 'r-Rasoola wa Ooli 'I-
Amri Minkum”): "O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger
and those in authority among you. " (Surah Nisa, verse: 59). From the Shia
viewpoint and some Sunni scholars, this verse indicates the infallibility of the
Holy Prophet and "Ooli ‘I-Amr" (those in authority), and one of its main
arguments is the application and premises of wisdom. The implication of the
verse was questioned in the article " An Investigation of the Implication of the
Verse ‘Ati‘oo 'r-Rasoola wa Ooli 'lI-Amri Minkum’ in Infallibility"" authored by
Hussein Atrak and published in Hikmat Contemporary Journal (Year 11, Vol. 1,
2020). This paper shows that none of the proposed problems are complete. Like
the Shiite scholars, the author believes in the completion of the implication of the
verse thorough the premises of wisdom. He argues that the Glorious God meant
to remark obedience and did not restrict it any way, even though there was a
possibility of restricting it. Therefore, this verse includes obedience of any type.
The extension of obedience to the Holy Prophet and the Imams in any obedience
and action has mutual implication with infallibility. Drawing on descriptive-
analytical-interpretive method, this paper first expounded the arguments of the
verse to prove infallibility and then criticized the claim and arguments of the
above- mentioned article using “critical” method.

Keywords: the “Ati'00” verse, infallibility, “Ooli -Amr’ (those in authority),
Imam'’s infallibility, application, the premises of wisdom.
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A Structural Analysis of Surah ""A'raf'* Based on the Context of the
Verses Related to the Story of Hud in Proving the Coherence of the
Qur'anic Text (Using and completing Neil Robinson's Method)
Mahnaz Rahati Belabad/ PhD Student of the Qur’an and Hadith Sciences, Islamic Azad

University, Karaj

. Susan Alerasoul/ Professor at the Department of the Qur’an and Hadith Sciences, Islamic Azad
University, Kargj s_alerasoul@kiau.ac.ir
Tahmineh Parsaei/ Assistant Professor at the Department of the Qur’an and Hadith Sciences,
Islamic Azad University, Karaj

Received: 2023/01/10 - Acceopted: 2023/05/15

Abstract

The coherence of the text of the Quran has always been a matter of discussion
among western scholars studying the Qur’an. Neil Robinson is a western researcher
who succeeded to prove the coherence of the Quranic verses by relying on new
literary and linguistic knowledge. To prove the coherence of the text of the Qur’an,
he examined some of Madinan Surahs. In order to explain the correctness of
Robinson's theory and the comprehensiveness of his proposal in the whole Qur’an,
Surah "A'raf" which is a Meccan Surah, was selected. Then some parts of the
verses of this Surah (verses 65 to 72) considered as the central part were
investigated, and through the revelation processing and symmetrical order, the
coherence of the internal parts of the Surah based on the context of the verses
related to the story of the prophet Hud has been proven, using the analytical-mixed
method. First, the total structure of the Surah was divided using Robinson's model,
and the internal and verbal coherence of the verses were identified based on the
repetition of words. Then, by completing Robinson's model and adding the
criterion of contextual segmentation and semantic connection, the relation of the
central verses and their connection with the purpose of the surah concerning the
coherence of prophethood and monotheism and the rejection of the verses with
arrogance and polytheism have been obtained in proving the structural coherence
of Surah "A'raf" and confirming Robinson's proposal.

Keywords: Robinson, the coherence of the Qur’anic verses, Surah A'raf, surah
structure, Hud.
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The Role of Divine Determination in Man’s Voluntary Acts in the
Qur'an with Emphasis on Allameh Misbah Yazdi's Viewpoint
Amir Reza Ashrafi/Associate Professor at the Department of the Quranic Interpretation and

Sciences, the Imam Khomeini Institute for Education and Research

= Hussein Nagahi/PhD Student of the Qur'anic Interpretation and Sciences, the Imam Khomeini
Institute for Education and Research hng1364@gmail.com

Received: 2022/11/06 - Acceopted: 2023/02/21

Abstract

Based on the verses of the Holy Qur'an, God's ubiquitous determination includes
all phenomena, including man’s deeds, and this ubiquity raises the doubt of
predestination. Drawing on analytical-descriptive method, this paper analyzes the
role of various types of divine determination in man’s voluntary acts based on the
verses of the Qur'an with emphasis on Allameh Misbah Yazdi’s viewpoint. The
research results showed that although the low-level determinations related to
genetic and environmental factors are effective in human beings’ choices, they do
not keep them from having their free will. High-level determinations are not at
the same level as human will and do not hinder man’s free will and choice.
Although God's general and special determinations lead human beings to take on
certain responsibilities, they do not deprive them of their free will.

Keywords: free will, decree and destiny, determination, fate, the role of
determination in free will, high-level determination, low-level determination,
general determination, special determination.
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The Geometrical Aesthetic Analysis
of Surah "Fajr' and its Role in Interpretation

= Kamal Keshavarzi/ Assistant Professor at the Department of Arabic Literature, the Center for
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Muhammad Ali Majd Fagihi/ Assistant Professor at the Department of the Qur’anic and
Hadith Sciences, Qum University of Islamic Knowledge, Iran
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International University
Seyyed Mahmoud Tayyeb Husseini/ Professor at the Department of Qur'anic Studies, Hawzeh
and University Research Institute, Qum, Iran

Received: 2022/12/09 - Acceopted: 2023/03/13

Abstract

It is assumed that the verses of each surah follow a specific and discernible goal.
It is undeniable that many verses of a surah have a clear and comprehensible
connection with the adjacent verses. Despite this connection, the coherence of
some verses is not easy to distinguish, and at first glance, it seems the verses are
incoherent. Now, this issue raises the question of the relationship between the
verses of a surah. The hypothesis of the present research is that the connection
between the so-called incoherent verses of the Qur’an is difficult to grasp but
attractive. Taking this issue into consideration, on the one hand, leads to the
perception of the beauty of the surah, and on the other hand, like a polygon, forms
the content of the Surah coherently and purposefully. This research deals with
examining the beautiful geometrical connections among the four parts of Surah
"Fajr" and discovering the internal literary beauty of each part, especially in terms
of rhetoric. Using the analytical method, it tries to review Surah "Fajr" and prove
its geometrical aesthetics.

Keywords: Surah Fajr, aesthetics, the goal of the surah, geometrical beauty,
continuity of the Qur'an.
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The Secret of the Qur’an's Different Calls
for Giving Money for the Sake of God (Infaq)

Abolfazl Fatehi/ the Fourth Level Student of Qum Seminary FatemehAbolfazIHf@gmail.com
Received: 2023/01/05 - Acceopted: 2023/05/06

Abstract

Using descriptive-analytical method and library resources, this paper aims at
investigating the secret of different calls for charity in the Qur'an based on the fact
that there are three calls for charity in the Qur'an. The initial stage of calls for infaq
begins by addressing the infidels indirectly by drawing a triangle (God, the
Provider; divine sustenance; and the one giving in charity). In the middle stage, the
Quran's calls upon its followers to give in charity and forms a direct
communication between God the Almighty and all of His believing servants, by
drawing the same triangle, of course. The final stage is the most noble call for infaq
in the form of a direct address of God Almighty, especially those believing in his
last prophet, by inducing the successorship of believers for the Glorious God in the
form of the God-pleasing act of giving in charity to the other servants of God. In
this noblest call for infag in the Quran, there is no sign of the aforementioned
triangle, but rather by inducing the monotheistic vision of God's successorship in
the position of divine actions, the independence of the donating believer and the
sustenance to be donated in relation to their original owner (God, the Glorious) has
been ignored and "successorship-based infaq " (infag-e Istikhlafi) - not only infaq
of divine sustenance - has been brought up. In the Quran, the effect of
successorship-based infaq is to join the believers who are God's friend.

Keywords: infag, successorship-based infag, the stages of infaq, the effects of
infaq, call to infaq, the Qur’an.
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